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St. Benedict Elementary School   

Excel   Challenge   Honor   Create   Serve


Issue:  April 23, 2008  Fifth Week of Easter
	Thursday

4-24-08

 
	Band and Smiling Strings Classes today

Organization Class after school with Mr. Escott

Knitting Class today after school until 4PM                                  

	Friday

4-25-08 
	MS Homework Club after School with Ms. Vitale

Tomorrow is the Athletic Banquet                       

	Monday

4-28-08
	Middle School Drama Club until 5PM

Homework Club after school with Ms. Kelly in Room 315
    

	Tuesday     

4-29-08
	Band and smiling strings today
Girl Scout Juniors and Brownies today after school 
Bingo 7PM in Gym—Please support the ES Scholarship Fund! 

2PM Dismissal for teacher professional development  

	Wednesday         

4-30-08
	Wednesday Packets Go Home

MS Homework Club after school with Mrs. McCue 

Chess Club after school

Kickball after school today in courtyard  

	Thursday

5-1-08
	Band and Smiling Strings Classes today
3rd Trimester Progress Reports Go Home Today

Organization Class after school with Mr. Escott

Knitting Class today after school until 4PM
First Communion Practice After School               

	Friday

5-2-08
	Middle School Portfolio Preparation Day

MS Homework Club after School with Ms. Vitale        


**********************SCHOOL NEWS**************************
SAVE THIS DATE:  The Second Annual PK-8 Portfolio Night is May 8th from 5:30-8PM As you may know, SBES introduced portfolios in grades Preschool through Grade 8 last year.  Teachers have been designing lessons with authentic, creative and real-life assessments for students to complete.  These contents of the portfolios have been aligned with state standards as well as the Archdiocese of Chicago curriculum.  Parents will have an opportunity to go through the portfolio with their child as he/she provides a summary of skills/knowledge gained throughout the year.  Students will also set goals for the coming school year as these portfolios will be passed on to their next teachers.  Please look in your children’s backpack for your scheduled portfolio conference time and more information about what happens on this night. 

Save the Date:  The SBES Middle School Drama Club Performance of “The Sound of Music” is May 23 and 24th

Our middle school drama club is almost ready to present our production of the memorable musical, “The Sound of Music.”  Appropriate for all ages, this timeless tale of a vivacious postulate and an Austrian navy family will warm your hearts as our talented young people act and sing this wonderful story.  We hope you can make it. Ticket information will be forthcoming…but for now, save the date!

A Message From Student Council President, Annalyn Mendoza
We, Student Council have chosen four organizations we would like to donate funds to. We have chosen to donate to the Humane Society, Anti-Cruelty Society, MissionImpact: New Life and Lincoln Park Zoo.   We chose to donate to the Humane Society because of their discovery of the abuse of cows in the meat-packng factories in California. We were touched by what this organization did to save these poor cows. We would like to donate to the Anti-Cruelty Society because we care about animals and we would like to provide assistance to poor and homeless animals. We have also chosen to donate to the the MissionImpact: New Life Organization because we were inspired by all the help this organization did to help disabled Guatemalan children. Lastly we have chosen to adopt a Bengal Tiger so that future generations can be able to recognize the pride of the 2008 Student Council when going to the Lincoln Park Zoo.

 Thank You,  Annalyn Mendoza

******************PARENT INFORMATION*********************
Comcast Service Day – Saturday, May 3rd at St. Ben’s – Look at What We Will Receive!
The Schools of St. Benedict have been chosen for the 2008 site for their annual Comcast Cares Day.  On this, hundreds of Comcast employees will come and paint the schools.  Comcast is also donating all the paint and supplies necessary.  While there are many places in the high school to be painted, the Elementary School will also have the hallways and stairwells painted, as well as 15 classrooms.  On top of this, Comcast will reward us further for bringing in our own volunteers. If you are available on Saturday, May 3 during the day, we would love for you to help out. Volunteers will be painting, moving items, and cleaning up.  If you are available, I need you to complete a volunteer registration sheet which will be available in the school office.  And besides feeling good about how you spent your Saturday, you also get a free Comcast Volunteer Cares Day T-shirt as well.  How can you say no?  If you have any other questions, please contact principal Gemo. 
Baby & Kids Green Garage Sale - Saturday, September 13th Save the date and save your stuff!  Tell your friends and tell your neighbors!  Donation drop-off dates will be in August & September.  We'll accept all baby and kids items - clothing, books, movies, toys, furniture, sports equipment, maternity clothes, baby gear, bedding/blankets, strollers, etc... Watch the Buzz for volunteer opportunities.  Questions?  Contact Jane van der Zanden-Thompson (jmvdz_thompson@yahoo.com) or Stephanie O'Toole (slotoole@comcast.net)  Proceeds to benefit the preschool and elementary teachers' curriculum needs.   
Important State Funding Information!

In January, the Illinois State Legislature passed Senate Bill 783, which included a provision that allows nonpublic schools – such as the Schools of St. Benedict – access to the $75 million Educational Improvement and School Safety Block Grant.  This means that for the first time ever schools can be reimbursed directly from the state for money spent on various health and safety measures.  For St. Benedict Elementary School, that amounts to about $8,000 in state funds this school year alone!  

This is a great step forward for all nonpublic schools and it is important that we thank our government officials for supporting this legislation.  Please take just a couple of minutes to e-mail thank you letters to the governor and the legislators in our district.  Simply visit our school website at http://sbes.stbenedict.com.  Click on the “Advisory Board” link and go to the “Legislator Thank You” section.  There you will find addresses for the applicable officials.  If you choose not to write your own letter, feel free to cut and paste the letters you find on the website into an e-mail and send to the governor, senator, and representative listed. 

Please let your voice be heard and let our officials in Springfield know how much we appreciate their support.  Thanks!

 *******************UPCOMING EVENTS*********************** 
· Athletic Banquet is April 26th 

· Progress Reports for 3rd Trimester goes home on May 1st  

· First Holy Communion, Saturday, May 3

· Middle School Lighting Ceremony, May 8th
· Portfolio Night for PK-8, May 8th begins 5:30PM for PK and 6:30PM for K-8

· No School on May 9th for teacher professional development day

· May Crowning Mass at 1PM in Church on May 14th
· Teacher Appreciation Week is May 12-16

· 8th grade graduation dinner dance is May 15th
· Home and School Association Ice Cream Social, May 16th
· DePaul PDS End of School Event at DePaul May 17th – parents and students are invited to attend.  More to come!

Prayer List – Please pray for Mrs. Lawlor’s granddaughter, Anna Aguilera, who has been recently hospitalized as she battles her cancer.  Please pray that God gives her comfort, healing and peace.  
Peace! 

Ms. Rachel Gemo, Principal   

Rgemo@stbenedict.com   773-463-6797

OUR MISSION STATEMENT


At St. Benedict Elementary School, we excel in educating the whole child, challenge students to develop their God-given talents, honor each other’s gifts and diversity, create a Christian community by sharing our gifts, and serve the Lord and each other.


























