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Excel   Challenge   Honor   Create   Serve


Issue:  First Week of School – Welcome to All, August 28, 2008   

	Thursday

8-28-08
	Please turn in parent-student handbook agreements signed

Band Sign Up 6-7 PM in ES Library

Athletic Orientation at 6:30PM for parents whose children will be participating in Basketball and Cheerleading ONLY

	Friday

8-29-08
	Bitty Basketball Registrations due today…final day.

	Monday

9-1-08
	Labor Day – No School 
Please keep in your prayers all that search for meaningful work and a living wage.

	Tuesday     

9-2-08
	2PM DISMISSAL TODAY

No Bingo due to work in GYM
Athletic Advisory Board Meeting 7PM in Room 215

 

	Wednesday         

9-3-08
	Wednesday FLYERS Go Home – BUZZ EMAILED
 

	Thursday

9-4-08
	K-5 Back to School Parent Night 6:30PM 

	Friday

9-5-08
	All Schools (K-12)  Back to School Mass in Church 1:30PM  
Did you turn in your MONKS & WRENCHES sign up sheet?


**********************SCHOOL NEWS**************************
Band Sign Up for Grades 4-8 Scheduled Thursday, August 28th from 6PM – 7PM at the Elementary School Library On Tuesday, August 26th fourth and fifth grade students were treated to a band presentation by Music Education, Inc., the company that runs the school band program. Interested students will be able to try out various instruments on Wednesday, August 27th during the school day. On August 28th, parents may sign up their child for the band program. Fees and costs will also be explained during sign up. I hope to see many students in the band this year. Ms. Suzanne Harris will be the band director again this year. Welcome back Ms. Harris!
Parent Night is an Opportunity to Meet Teachers and See the School We invite parents/guardians to attend Parent Night this year. For grades K-5, Parent Night is Thursday, September 4th. For Middle School, grades 6-8, Parent Night is Thursday, September 11th. Both evenings begin in Kittler Hall for an informative presentation by the principal, pastor and other guests, and then parents are invited to go to their child’s homeroom for a brief presentation. This evening is for ADULTS only – please leave your children at home. If you must bring your children, they need to be with you at all times. 

*** The Middle School Laptop Parent Orientation is also on SEPTEMBER 11th beginning at 6:30PM – Parent attendance is mandatory if your child is to be able to take home a laptop.  This applies to parents of sixth, seventh and eighth grade students.  The policies and procedures have been updated and this is why we require parent presence. 

A THANK YOU FROM THE BENFEST COMMITTEE

A HUGE THANKS to all parents and families who bought a BenFest raffle ticket.  We had 180+ families buy a ticket – some of you even purchased more than one ticket!

Fundraising is never easy and it isn’t pretty, but it’s a necessary component of Catholic School education. We didn’t give you a lot of time to try to sell the raffle ticket and we just placed the tickets in your hands with no prior warning, but almost half of the families did what we asked of them and self-purchased a ticket or sold a raffle ticket. 

We’ve never actually put the tickets in parents’ hands in such a direct manner, and we realize it was a gamble in these hard economic times to ask you to sell something, but due to the generosity of those that purchased a ticket, we were able to sell 915 raffle tickets!  

Thank you goes to all those who came to BenFest, to those who volunteered and thank you for ensuring the success of yet another St. Benedict fundraiser!

Here’s the raffle winners:

1st prize – Diana Borowczyk – winner of $15,000
2nd prize – Mario Torres – ES/PS Parent – winner of $3,000
3rd prize – Kelly Bianchi – winner of $1,000
4th prize – Elsa Johnson – ES/PS Parent
5th prize – Doug & Lori Mulderink – ES/PS Parent
6th prize – Jennifer Hurst 
7th prize – Dave Pilat

******************PARENT INFORMATION*********************

 Daisy Girl Scout Leaders Needed
The Girl Scouts Program is looking for new Kindergarten Moms interested in helping out twice a month with St. Benedicts Troop # 174 Kindergarten Daisy Girl Scouts. Meetings will begin Thursday September 18th right after school. For more information and to register your daughter in Kindergarten Daisy Girl Scouts Please contact Debbie Gordils-Kowalski, St. Benedicts Scout Coordinator @ gordy_LV1978@netzero.com or call 773-525-7783. This program has grown tremendously over the past three years...please consider this special role in the school and parish life, and most importantly, our daughters’ lives!
TUESDAY EARLY DISMISSALS BEGIN AFTER LABOR DAY  

Please remember that beginning Tuesday, September 2nd and every Tuesday thereafter, school will dismiss at 2PM in order for teachers to have professional development time.  Extended care is available on these days.

CARPOOL PARTNER NEEDED

A school parent is looking for a carpool partner to transport children to and from school from the Roscoe Village area.  If you think you are interested in this gas saving, environment saving and money saving partnership, call Erin Nolan at 312-961-3329 or email erin@oculus-development.com.  She is able to drive the children in the morning, but is looking for someone to pick them up in the afternoon.  

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITY

St. Benedict Parish & Schools is seeking volunteers to assist us in serving our students and community more effectively.  We need several people to assist in light clerical activities throughout the school day, any time would be much appreciated.  The work is light and consistent, and even a small investment of time would pay great dividends in the benefit to our students.  If interested, please contact Scott Bell, 773 539 0066 ext 360 or sbell@stbenedict.com
SBES Needs Your Help For Our Annual Parish and Schools Volunteer Day – Monks and Wrenches on Saturday, September 6th from 8AM to 1PM. 

The annual parish and schools volunteering event known as"Monks and Wrenches"  is scheduled for  Saturday, September 6th from  8AM to 1PM.  This is an important day for our parish and school grounds...last year we accomplished so much together.  As principal, this help is essential and very much appreciated!

I am in need of volunteers to assist with the following:

1) We have ordered 40 tables for the middle school that will accommodate the laptop program.  This is exciting!!  But I need help!  I need people who can put tables together and remove the current desks/tables to the basement.  It would be great to have the Middle school kids come back on Monday the 8th to brand new classroom set up!  

2) We still have a lot of work to do cleaning up after the Comcast volunteer day.  It is tedious work, but for those who want to help, but maybe don't have the physical ability to carry big things...this is a good one.  

3) There are some little things as well....

If you can assist this day, I would greatly appreciate it.  Attached are the forms to volunteer.  You can fill it out electronically and email back to me, or print it out and send it to school with your children. 

God Bless all of you and thank you for considering to participate in the special event.  IF YOU PLAN ON COMING, PLEASE COMPLETE AND TURN IN THE FORM SO WE KNOW HOW MANY PEOPLE WE WILL HAVE FOR LUNCH.  
GOING GREEN INITIATIVE HERE AT SBES – NO MORE PAPER BUZZ  If you would like the weekly BUZZ emailed to you, please email me at rgemo@stbenedict.com and put in the title, “PLEASE BUZZ ME.”  The hope is to email the BUZZ to you instead of sending a paper copy home with your child…help us reduce the amount of paper we use each week… I am going to really try to do it with less paper this year.  The email BUZZ is quite reliable.   Again, there will be no paper BUZZ this year. 
Parent Partnership Program Registration Deadline is September 15th. Parents who will be participating in the Parent Partnership Program this year need to register by September 15th. To register, parents need to complete the registration form (included in the summer mailing) and return to the school office.  Parents may pick up additional forms in the main school office.  This program allows parents to receive up to $200 off tuition per family for volunteering at least 20 hours by April 1, 2008. Please note, all families need to sign up in order to receive this discount. It is also mandatory this year for parents who receive the $200 to complete a background check and attend a Protecting God’s Children workshop.  For more information on these workshops, please contact either Ms. Gemo or Mrs. O’Keefe.

*********A Message from Rob Potempa, Athletic Director ********
Elementary School Fall and Winter Sports Athletic Orientation and Registration are Thursday, August 28th at 6:30PM in the High School Cafeteria.  

On August 28th, there's an athletic orientation meeting in the evening.  I would like to clarify that this meeting will be specific to basketball and cheerleading families ONLY.  If your child/children play basketball or are on cheerleading, then this meeting pertains to you.  If your child/children participate in fall and spring sports only and not basketball, then you are NOT asked to attend.  Registration for spring sports will be held after Christmas break.  This orientation is Thursday evening, August 28th at 6:30PM in the HS cafeteria.      

If you plan on attending and registering your child for basketball on Aug. 28th, and/or you have registered your daughter for cheerleading, please be aware that there is a REFUNDABLE $75 Concession fee that will be a part of registration.  There will be more explanation of this fee at the meeting, but basically, once your family has logged in 10 volunteer hours in the concession stand or gym during home basketball games, you will be given a refund of $75.  If the required amount of hours is not reached, then the $75 will not be returned.  There will be ample amount of opportunities for volunteering and it will also take the load off of the families who log in 2 to 3 times the amount of required hours over the course of the season.  

Thanks and I look forward to seeing most of you on the 28th.
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A special welcome to all of our NEW families that have joined our community!! And big thanks to all of our fantabulous Faculty and Staff for all that you do~ we look forward to a wonderful year.
The HSA 1st Annual Baby & Kids' "Green" Garage Sale is just a Few Weeks Away!

We will be accepting donations in the courtyard during the following dates and times:

Back to School Night, Thurs. Sept 4th - 6:00 to 7:30 PM
Sun. Sept 7th - 7:30 am to 1:30 pm

 

We are accepting all types of baby and kid related items....
 All sizes of kids' and baby clothing and footwear ~ Maternity clothes ~ St. Benedict School Uniforms ~ Halloween Costumes ~ Dress Up Costumes ~ Books ~ Movies ~ Puzzles ~ Games ~ Toys both big and small ~ Bikes ~ Trikes ~ Ride-ons ~ Kids' Sports Equipment ~ Cribs ~ Crib Sets ~ Blankets ~ Exersaucers ~ Bouncy Seats ~ Baby Swings ~ Changing Tables ~ Highchairs ~ Strollers and Joggers ~ Car Seats and more...

 

It's time to clean out the closets, dresser drawers, toy boxes, basements, attics and garages and gather up all of the items your kids have outgrown or no longer use and turn it into a tax donation!!  Feeling "Greener" already?!

 
We also need your recycled shopping papers (paper or plastic), "Jewel" type plastic bags, and cardboard boxes to use at the sale.  These items can be dropped off at the dates and times listed above.  Thank You!! If you have a portable hanging clothes rack that you would be willing to let us use for the sale, please contact Jane van der Zanden-Thompson @ 773-604-8919 or jmvdz_thompson@yahoo.com
 

Volunteers are needed for Set-up on Friday, September 12th as well as the day of the sale. Can you volunteer for a 2 hour shift?  Please contact Judy Pyke @ 773-528-0108 or neighborjudy@aol.com All proceeds from this event will fund the elementary and preschool teachers' curriculum needs.

Oh What a Night! 

Girls Nite Out was so great!  Thanks to all who came out to meet, greet and shop.  We’d like to extend an extra big thanks to Paddy O’Splaines!  Thanks to our vendors who provided great shopping fun.  
SAVE THE DATE – Sept 17th

It’s here already- our 6th annual Wreath and Wrap Extravaganza, rather Bananaganza, as we are Going Bananas this year………..this major fundraising event kicks off the same day as our  ALL PARENT/GUARDIAN HSA meeting- this starts at 7 p.m. in Heidenreich Hall (above the Preschool). Don’t miss it- this initiative is community wide and provides much needed funds to improve our schools.  This year’s goal is to upgrade our electrical outlets to provide much needed technology for our children, as well as invest in sound/lighting equipment for our drama programs. 

Family Directory Forms ~ Deadline is Friday, August 29th.  Turn your completed form into either the elementary or preschool office or e-mail your information to Jane van der Zanden-Thompson at jmvdz_thompson@yahoo.com   If you need a form, please contact Jane as soon as possible.  Thank you for your participation.

*******************UPCOMING EVENTS***********************
· Athletic Orientation and Registration, August 28th at 6:30PM
· Parent Night for Grades K-5 at 7PM on September 4th
· Monks and Wrenches, Saturday, September 6th
· Parent Night for Grades 6-8 at 7PM on September 11th
· HSA Baby Garage Sale, Saturday, September 13th 

Prayer List   --  Please pray for Mr. John Marshall, the brother of Ms. Barb Zoellner (our extended care teacher) who is battling cancer.  Pray that God gives him strength and peace during this challenging time. 
Peace!

Ms. Rachel Gemo,St. Benedict Elementary School Principal

Rgemo@stbenedict.com   773-463-6797

P.S. Here is a helpful article I found on the INTERNET for parents…
Sharing key information about your child can help teachers make a connection.

by Emily Graham 

What can you tell a teacher that will help him do his job better? You might be surprised. While your child’s teacher is the expert in education, no one knows more about your child than you do. It’s just as important for parents to tell teachers about issues at home that may affect school performance as it is for teachers to report how children are doing in the classroom.

Students do best when parents and teachers work together as partners. The start of a new school year is a great time to open a dialogue with your child’s teacher. Not sure where to start? Here are seven things teachers wish you would tell them. Sharing this information with a teacher will help her better understand your child’s needs and lay the groundwork for a cooperative relationship throughout the school year.

1. Health conditions: If your child is diabetic, uses an inhaler, is allergic to peanuts, or has a serious health condition, her teacher should know. It’s also helpful to let the teacher know whether your child has been diagnosed with conditions like ADHD, which may affect behavior and concentration.

2. Family issues: Fill in the teacher if your family is going through a major change that could affect your child, such as a divorce, a death in the family, or a move. Even if your child seems to have adjusted well, alert teachers so they can watch for behavioral changes.

3. Personality traits or behavior issues: Maybe your son is painfully shy and is worried about making friends at a new school. Or perhaps your kindergartner has been having tantrums at home and you’re concerned she’ll do the same at school. It’s best to make teachers aware of these issues before they become a problem at school.

4. Strengths and weaknesses: Your daughter is a star student in math but is embarrassed to read aloud. Your son loves language arts but struggles with science. If you tell teachers these things up front, they’ll have more time to help your children improve in the areas they need it most.

5. Learning style: You’ve spent years teaching your kids, from potty training to tying shoelaces, so you have a good idea of their learning styles. If your child learns better through hands-on activities than through listening to explanations, mention that to his teacher. Also share any teaching strategies that you’ve found work well with your child.

6. Study habits: Does your son speed through math homework but labor over reading assignments? Do your daughter’s grades suffer because she spends so much time at skating lessons? Tell teachers about your children’s study habits and any issues they face in completing the work. Teachers often can offer suggestions to make homework time go more smoothly.

7. Special interests: Knowing more about your child’s hobbies or interests can help the teacher forge connections in the classroom. Let the teacher know that your young son loves a particular comic book superhero and that your middle school daughter is a gifted painter.

OUR MISSION STATEMENT


At St. Benedict Elementary School, we excel in educating the whole child by challenging students to develop their God-given talents, honor each other’s gifts and diversity, create a Christian community by sharing our gifts, and serve the Lord and each other.


























